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‘Brutus’ by Holinshed, Camden & Enderbie 
 
By The National CV Group 
 
This article comprises material on Brutus the Trojan from Holinshed’s 
Chronicles, from the 16th century, and Percy Enderbie’s Cambria Triumphans 
or Brittain in its Perfect Lustre, from the 17th century. A comparison may be made 
with the account in the Tysilio Chronicle [see More 18, pages 8-16]. 
 
To inject a sceptical note, by way of contrast, consider William Camden’s Britannia 
of 1586 (where ‘f’ is often to be read as ‘s’). Camden notes the lack of early records 
in Britain and other nations then goes on ‘But in the following…’ 

[Etc] 
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Of Camden’s views on Brutus, Enderbie has this to say: 
 

 
 
[So that it is…] 

 
 
As with so many British historians, Camden eventually arrives with all too evident 
relief at the Romans: 

 

 
Note, though, that Camden had previously said this: 
 

 
 
The verity of the Brutus story has been urged in the modern era by the scholar L A 
Waddell [see More 21] and the author E O Gordon (Prehistoric London, 1914), 
amongst others. 
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Section I 
 
This section gives the account of Brutus the Trojan from Holinshed’s Chronicles, the 
1587 edition, as reprinted in 1807.  
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Section II 
 
Percy Enderbie published a history of Britain in 1661. This was shortly after Charles 
II had taken the throne, following the Cromwellian republic. Enderbie’s opus, 
Cambria Triumphans or Brittain in its Perfect Lustre, was dedicated to the new 
sovereign. In it is to be found a recounting of the Coming of Brute the Trojan to 
Albion and his renaming of the island after himself as ‘Britain’and the founding of 
New Troy, later renamed ‘London’. 
 
This article comprises extracts from Enderbie’s book. Note that ‘f’ is frequently to be 
read as ‘s’. 
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[…] 
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[…] 
 

 
 

 
 
[ENDS] 


